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Message from the Coordinator...

We are in the middle of a busy summer here in the
Siuslaw. Read on to learn about several projects
and programs.

Our camp program, a major focus for many weeks
of planning and implementation was successfully
wrapped up in early August. Mike Sovinski, the
SWC Projects Manager, recognizes the 2009
camp donors, and volunteers on page 4. The

Chickahominy Riparian Planting Site Preparation \ye are in the second phase of the OWEB funded
Project, funded though the OWEB Small Grant | ower Deadwood Aquatic Restoration Project. You

Program, is underway. Volunteers are working ma y recall from Paul Bur n
diligently on promoting the Siuslaw Water Trail by the July General Meeting that the first phase was
updating the printed materials and seeking helicopter large wood placement in 2008. This
additional funding. The Fisher Crew and a summer 6s power |line buria

contracted crew continue to work on releasing and streamside where they restrict the growth of riparian
protecting native riparian vegetation throughout vy e get ati on and can be dif

the Siuslaw Watershed and Coastal Lakes on  stormy weather. Complementing the line burial,
private and public lands. OWEB and USFS funds conifers are planted in the riparian area for future
enable the crews to increase the success of the  |arge wood recruitment.
riparian plantings.

o _ Other projects hitting full speed in late summer or
Earlier in the summer the SWC entered into a early fall are the National Fish and Wildlife

formal agreement with the Port of Coos Bay o Foundation funded Miller Creek Stream

addl‘eSS f|Sh passage and infrastructure iSSUGS on Enhancement Project and the American

stream crossings in the SWC service area. ODFWReinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) USFS
interns on loan to the SWC collected basic data OnCOhO Habitat |mpr0vement Project_ Both projects
a” documented f|Sh stream Ct’OSSingS on the Coos have extensive |arge WOOd p|acements’ W|th an
Bay Rail Link as it passes through the Siuslaw  excavator in Miller and with a helicopter in Knowles
Watershed and Coastal Lakes. The culverts  and other streamsnvitations to bid have already
|dent|f|ed as f|Sh passage bal‘l‘leI‘S were pr|0r|t|zed been posted to our Webs|te for the M|”er Creek

at the July/August SWC Technical Team meeting. project. Visit the website in the coming weeks for

Our next step is to develop preliminary designs  gpportunities from the Coho Habitat Improvement
and grant proposals for the replacements. Project.

USFS, SWC, and Blachlyane Electric Ceop Education and Japan

staff are meeting in the field this week to continue \yatershed educators, Jim Grano (Siuslaw Schools)
the planning for the upcoming power line burial  and Brian VollmerBuhl (Mapleton Schools), have
along Misery and West Fork Deadwood Creeks.  peen participating in a program with RiverWebs, a
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documentary about Japanese and US river ecologists. The program brought
science educators from the Siuslaw and-Kmhst over to Japan for an

exchange with Japanese educators and researchers. Jim, Brian, and | present
about education and restoration activities in the Siuslaw Basin. It was a great
opportunity to learn about other approaches to interacting with rivers, fisheries,
science and watershed education.

Council SeltEvaluation

Thank you to everyone who took the time to participate in the 2009 Council
Self-Evaluation. At the May 27, 2009 General Meeting John Moriarty from
the Network of Oregon Watershed Councils facilitated the Executive
Committee, staff, and a few volunteers in identifying priorities, areas for
improvement, what we do well, and how we do what we do well.

The vast majority of the responses
positive, very few areas were noted as in need of any improvement. One item,
from the Participation section, was
the timber industry in more areas of the council. Greater involvement might
include a presentation at a General Meeting from industry representatives and
other roles beyond the Leadership Board and Tech Team. Another item, this
one under Watershed Planning, is about engaging the membership in planning
and review. Members felt that sometimes it was difficult to engage a greater
number of people in neocontroversial planning and review tasks. One
suggestion was to divide up the planning and review into smaller items which
could be more easily addressed as part of other meetings.

Council members were very positive in their feedback during the Self
Evaluation process. Members stated that they thought that Fiscal and Project
Management was the area of highest priority and something that they thought
the SWC did well. They felt that there was communication between the staff,
Executive Committee, Tech Team, and the members about projects and
financial matters. Members stated that they appreciated the thorough financial
and project management, as it allowed for good work to be accomplished. In
the second priority area of Citizen Participation, members also thought that the
SWC was doing well. Participants mentioned the articles in the Siuslaw News
and local radio and television as good outreach. Members also highly valued
the annual Native Plant Distribution and the educational forums.

We will be integrating the findings of the Council SElfaluation into our
activities in the coming months and year. Thank you again to everyone who
participated and if you have questions, please contact me.

Upcoming Meeting

Please join us on Wednesday, August 26 at the Mapleton Dock/Gazebo for the
Annual Volunteer Appreciation Picnic. Details on the picnic are on page 6.

All volunteers, project and agency partners, and camp participants are invited
to the picnic.

Thank You,
Liz Vollmer-Buhl
Council Coordinator/Executive Director




